
Department of History Spring 2016 
Undergraduate Course Descriptions 

**This information is subject to change.  Please check MyUTK for the latest updates** 
 
 

 
 
*Requires departmental permission to register.  See instructor for details. 
 
 
 

222 Reed US History II MW 11:15-12:05 
241 Gillis Western Civilization I MW 10:10-11:00 
241 Lecaque Western Civilization I MWF 9:05, 11:15 
242 Maccari-Clayton Western Civilization II TR 11:10-12:25 
242 Rutenberg Western Civilization II MWF 9:05-9:55 
242 McConnell Western Civilization II MWF 10:10, 12:20, 1:25 
248 Rutenberg Honors: Western Civilization II MWF 1:25-2:15 
256 Jefferson Introduction to Latin American and Caribbean Studies MWF 10:10, 12:20 
261 Vacca World Civilization I TR 9:40-10:55 
261 Hodges-Kluck World Civilization I MWF 9:05, 12:20, 1:25 
262 Wu World Civilization II MW 9:05-9:55 
262 Lecaque World Civilization II MWF 12:20-1:10 
299 Sanft Thinking Historically MWF 11:15-12:05 
305 Latham History of the Late Roman Empire TR 11:10-12:25 
307* Freeberg Honors Research Methods TR 12:40-1:55 
311 Gillis Dark Age Empire MWF 3:35-4:25 
315 Bast The Reformation TR 2:10-3:25 
320 Dawsey Contemporary Europe, 1900-Present MWF 9:05-9:55 
326 Sacco Gay American History TR 9:40-10:55 
335 Dawsey History of Germany Since 1800 MWF 12:20, 1:25 
340 Andersen Revolutions: France and Russia TR 9:40-10:55 
349 Mariner U.S. Military History, 1754-Present TR 11:10-12:25 
351 Magra The American Revolution MWF 10:10-11:00 
353 Harlow U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction TR 9:40-10:55 
355 Winford  U.S. History, 1933 to the Present MWF 11:15-12:05 
364 Mercer U.S. Constitutional History, 1877 to the Present TR 11:10-12:25 
370 Vacca History of the Middle East TR 12:40-1:55 
371 Pariser History of Africa to 1500 MWF 11:15-12:05 
372 Pariser History of Africa 1500 to the Present MWF 12:20-1:10 
373 Hutton History of Appalachia TR 2:10-3:25 
373 Mercer Comparative Constitutional History TR 2:10-3:25 
380 Winford African-American Experience: Civil War to the Present MWF 2:30-3:20 
383 Dessel Early Jewish History TR 11:10-12:25 
385 Pariser Violence in Africa MWF 1:25-2:15 
385 Liulevicius The Global History of Communism MWF 2:30-3:20 
394 Sanft Chinese Intellectual History MWF 10:10-11:00 
408* Harlow Honors: Senior Paper W 2:30-5:30 
444 Harlow History of the South TR 2:10-3:25 
449 Hutton History of Tennessee TR 12:40-1:55 
474 Burman Memory in the Medieval Mediterranean (with HIST 531) M 3:35-6:35 
475 Jefferson Latin America in Film T 3:40-6:20 
479 Rutenberg Introduction to Public History T 2:10-4:55 
484 Dessel Archaeology in the Holy Land TR 8:10-9:25 
494 Nenzi History of Tokyo, 1590-Present TR 11:10-12:25 
499 Latham Christianity in Rome TR 2:10-3:25 
499 Norrell Writing Biography W 2:30-5:30 
499 Williams Gender, Sexuality, and the Long Civil Rights Movement T 3:40-6:20 
499 Reed Crime, Punishment, and Release in America M 3:35-6:35 



Most History courses are writing-emphasis; see the UTK Undergraduate Catalog for more information.  
Schedule is exactly as appears above and on MyUTK, but not all course descriptions are included here. 
 
Honors History 248: Western Civilization II, 1715 - Present 
Dr. Rutenberg 
History 248 is an honors introduction to the history of western civilization from 1715 to the present; it is a 
writing-emphasis course. Organized as a series of six specific studies, it examines the Atlantic System and its 
Consequences; the Enlightenment and Atlantic Revolutions; the Industrial Revolution and its Consequences; the 
Rise of the Nation State; European Imperialism; and Twentieth Century Global Warfare and its Consequences. 
Because this is an honors course we will conduct the class as a seminar, meaning that each student’s active 
participation and discussion will be vital to the success of the course. Readings include historical monographs, 
primary documents, novels, and poetry. 
 
History 256: Latin American History II, Late 19th Century – Present 
Dr. Jefferson 
This course provides an introduction to the principal economic, political and social transformations in Latin 
America from the Wars of Independence to the present. The course will explore a variety of topics, including 
colonial legacies, emergence of nation-states, land use and labor organization, political movements, populism, 
revolution, US-Latin American relations, military regimes, and contemporary social movements. These and 
other issues will be addressed in lectures, readings, and films/documentaries. In addition to the lecture, 
students will be required to attend a weekly discussion session. 
Same as Latin American Studies 252. 
 
History 299: Thinking Historically 
Dr. Sanft 
This course introduces students to the study and writing of history. The method of this specific iteration will be 
close engagement with early accounts of Confucius, the most famous philosopher in Chinese history and one of 
humanity's great minds. Participants will read, talk, and write about Confucius and his portrayals, at the same 
time developing and practicing skills in historical research, writing, and thinking. 
 
History 305: History of the Late Roman Empire 
Dr. Latham 
This writing-emphasis course will survey the history of the Roman Empire from the third to the seventh century 
CE—from emperor Diocletian (284-305) and the formation of the "dominate,” more authoritarian and centralized 
imperial governance, to emperor Heraclius (614-641), whose reign witnessed the early, dramatic conquests of the 
Islamic Caliphate. This period, also known as Late Antiquity, was an important pivot in the history of Europe, 
the Near East, and Northern Africa, indeed the entire Mediterranean world: The Roman Empire gave way to the 
Byzantine Empire, western successor kingdoms, and the Islamic Caliphate; and Christianity, Rabbinic Judaism, 
and Islam (each in a multitude of forms) emerged, grew, and developed. This course aims to develop critical 
reading and analytic skills through a constant engagement with primary sources (texts, artifacts, images, 
buildings, etc. produced during the time period under study) accompanied by important secondary literature 
(modern historical studies) and effective written communication via a number of writing exercises (essays and 
essay exams) and in class discussions. 
 
*History 307: Honors Research Methods 
Dr. Freeberg 
This course introduces students to the philosophy of history, theories of historical analysis, and the principles 
and techniques of historical research. The course is mandatory for history majors intending to write a senior 
honors thesis.  Prerequisite: Consent of the department honors coordinator. 
 
History 311: Dark Age Empire 
Dr. Gillis 
This course examines Europe in the era of Charlemagne and the Carolingian Dynasty from 700-900 – a time 
known to many of its contemporaries as a “Dark Age.” The class covers numerous topics, including: the 
Frankish imperial wars of conquests and the unification of much of Europe, religious reforms and the 
Christianization of Europe, the development of a hierarchical medieval society, gender relationships, new modes 
of spirituality and thought in the Carolingian Renaissance, and the growth of a new European identity that 
lasted throughout medieval history. 
 
 



History 315: The Reformation 
Dr. Bast 
This course traces the religious, political, social and cultural dimensions of reforming movements in the western 
Christian churches from the 11-16th centuries. We begin by considering the transformations of Christianity from 
sect to state power at the end of the Roman era. Thereafter we explore the great medieval reformation of the 11th 
century, the conflicts between Papacy and Empire, the apex of ecclesiastical power in the 13th century, and the 
later medieval crises that gave rise to the Protestant and Catholic reformations of the 16th century. 
 
History 320: Contemporary Europe, 1900-Present 
Dr. Dawsey 
This course will focus on the period of European history Eric Hobsbawm described as the “Short Twentieth 
Century,” 1914-1991.  We will explore the following topics: the First World War, the Bolshevik Revolution, the 
rise of fascist movements, modernism and aesthetic radicalism, the Great Depression, the Hitler and Stalin 
dictatorships, the Second World War, the Nazi genocide, the onset of the Cold War, decolonization, the 1968 
revolutions, and the emergence of new social movements in the 1970s and early 1980s.  Our course will conclude 
with the 1989 revolutions and the beginnings of a post-Cold War Europe.  Some key texts for the course will 
include Konrad Jarausch’s Out of the Ashes, Victor Serge’s Memoirs of a Revolutionary, Primo Levi’s The Drowned 
and the Saved, and Frantz Fanon’s Black Skin, White Masks. 
 
History 326: Gay American History  
Dr. Sacco 
This course will survey the history of same-sex desires, behaviors, relations, and politics from colonial America 
to the present. We will look at social, cultural, and political history to examine how men and women understood 
and acted on their desires for same sex contacts, and how the always changing social context effected the 
opportunities and choices they made about how to construct sexual and romantic lives they found meaningful 
and fulfilling. 
 
This is not a “current issues” course; we are not here to argue the morality of gay marriage or 
to celebrate (or denigrate) anything or anyone. We will focus on history--the study of what changes and what 
stays the same over time, of commonalities and difference--to think about how ordinary people have both been 
shaped by, and how they, in turn, shape history. 
 
We will examine in particular why and how Americans’ ideas about gender and sexuality-- 
including sexual behaviors to “identities”--have been formed and understood. Our goal is to identify what was 
at stake. In other words, what difference does it make if people who identified as LGBT are included among the 
many the people and social movements studied in American history? This course will be an opportunity for you 
to think more fully—and accurately--about the American story, and about how it is told. Same as American 
Studies 326. 
 
History 335: History of Germany 1800 to the Present 
Dr. Dawsey 
This class will survey German history since the Napoleonic Wars.  The course will focus on the period from the 
unification of the German states under Bismarck in 1871 to the 1989-90 revolution and reunification of the two 
Germanys.  Throughout the course, we will consider how the history of modern Germany has fundamentally 
influenced and shaped European and world history since the late nineteenth century.  Among the texts we will 
examine are Martin Kitchen’s A History of Modern Germany: 1800 to the Present, Helmut Walser Smith’s A 
Butcher’s Tale,  Claudia Koonz’s The Nazi Conscience, and Paul Hockenos’ Joschka Fischer and the Making of the 
Berlin Republic: An Alternative History of Postwar Germany.  
 
History 340: Revolutions in Modern European History: France and Russia 
Dr. Andersen 
This course will focus on two of the most important revolutions in modern European history: the French 
Revolution of 1789 and the Russian Revolution of 1917. Our comparative analysis of these two revolutions will 
explore a number of different themes including concepts of rights, issues of inequality, the impact of revolution 
on established churches, the use of terror, revolutionary violence, and counterrevolution. The course is designed 
to improve your ability to read texts critically and write persuasively. Readings will therefore include a 
combination of primary and secondary sources. Writing assignments will constitute a major portion of your final 
grade. 
 
 



History 349: U.S. Military History 1754-Present 
Capt. Mariner 
This course examines American military history from the Seven Years' War to the Iraq War, including the 
current "war" on terror and homeland security. In addition to studying major U.S. conflicts and declared wars, 
we will explore the development of distinctive American military tradition from classical republican roots to 
today's Total Force. Special emphasis will be placed on civil-military relations, examining the U.S. Constitution 
on national defense matters as well as the evolving relationship between military service, citizenship, and the 
role of the professional armed forces in peace and war. In addition to reading about the experiences of average 
combatants, we will study the armed forces' impact on American society, national security organization, defense 
spending, and technology. Same as Military Science and Leadership 349. 
 
History 351: The American Revolution 
Dr. Magra 
The American Revolution shattered glass ceilings and ushered in a new dawn of human freedom.  Yet, women, 
African Americans, Native Americans, and poor whites continued to face daily challenges despite this 
momentous event.  This class explores the weird and interesting contradictions to be found in the origins, 
progress, and results of the Revolution.   
 
History 353: U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction 
Dr. Harlow 
The American Civil War is arguably the central transformative moment in American history. It brought the 
death of American slavery, which included the emancipation of four million enslaved African Americans, and 
preserved the national union. Furthermore, it was central to the making of the modern American nation state—
and it is increasingly understood more broadly by historians as central to the making of the modern world. The 
Civil War cost more than 750,000 soldiers and civilians their lives. The war was the bloodiest in the nation’s 
history, and it left a lingering impact long after the fighting ceased. This course examines the origins of the 
sectional crisis, studies the American Civil War itself, and explores the period of Reconstruction. It furthermore 
assesses the aftermath, legacy, and meaning of the Civil War and Reconstruction.  
 
History 355: United States, 1933-Present 
Dr. Winford 
Beginning with Roosevelt and the rise of New Deal Liberalism in the 1930s, this course examines the American 
experience leading to the Obama presidency.  We will trace the major social, political, and economic 
developments that helped shape the country’s foreign and domestic policies.  The history of this period will also 
be analyzed through themes such as race, class, and gender.  Along the way, the course seeks to provide a 
balanced treatment of American society.  Thus, a major emphasis will be placed on previously marginalized 
groups such as women, workers, and minorities in their quest for power and citizenship.  Topics will include, 
but are not limited to, social & welfare reform, cold war ideology, labor movements, civil rights, 
suburbanization, women’s liberation, modern conservatism, mass consumerism, and pop-culture. The course 
offers an engaging interpretation with an opportunity to better understand the decades that contributed most to 
our current world.  The course readings will include primary and secondary texts that shed light on the most 
significant political and social conflicts that defined this period. 
 
History 364: U.S. Constitutional History, 1877 to the Present 
Dr. Mercer 
This course will trace the constitutional development of the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the 
present. We will examine the evolution of the American constitutional order necessitated by immigration and 
territorial expansion, the rise of substantive due process, the New Deal Court, civil liberties during war, and the 
rights revolution. 
  
We will read several court opinions as well as four historical monographs. This is a writing intensive course and 
your grade is determined by several papers as well as by your attendance and active participation. 
 
History 370: History of the Middle East, 1500-Present 
Dr. Vacca 
This course introduces the history of the Middle East from c. 1050 to c. 1500, focusing on the religious and ethnic 
diversity of the “Islamic” world from Central Asia to North Africa. It covers the fragmentation of power in the 
Islamic polity and interactions between Muslims, Christians, and Jews. The emphasis is on political and social 
developments in Middle Eastern and early Islamic history. Students will read English translations of excerpts 



from Arabic and Persian texts in conjunction with modern studies, and will also examine other material 
evidence, such as coins, architecture, and manuscript illustrations. 
 
History 371: History of Africa to 1500 
Dr. Pariser 
This course analyzes the history of Africa through the mid 19th century. Students will examine a variety of 
primary and secondary historical texts, novels, and artifacts to explore the political, economic, and social 
structures of pre-colonial Africa. In addition to introducing students to the basic chronology and actors of the 
pre-colonial era, this course is designed to encourage students to think about the processes and impacts of 
globalization as well as the complexities of identity, freedom, slavery, state formation, and power.  
 
History 372: History of Africa, 1500-Present 
Dr. Pariser 
This course examines the history of Africa since the mid-19th century. Students will examine a variety of 
primary and secondary historical texts, novels, and films to investigate how colonization altered the African 
landscape and impacted the lives of African men and women. Students will analyze the different motives and 
methods of the British and French imperial powers as well as explore how Africans experienced, understood, 
and resisted colonization. Students will also analyze the legacy of colonialism by examining how the current 
challenges of post-colonial states are connected to the past. 
 
History 373: History of Appalachia 
Dr. Hutton 
A class about Appalachia taught in Appalachia, and one that treats Appalachia not only as a place (and one with 
rather fuzzy boundaries at that) but also as a series of ideas that intermingle fact and fiction in wonderful and 
terrible ways.  We start with the earliest Euro-American encounters with this continent’s eastern mountain 
range, and said range’s incorporation into an American republic- with all the voting, slavery and raising of cattle 
that entails.  Things really get rolling after the American Civil War when this place is recognized as a distinctive 
region, a peculiar American problem and, eventually, the source of amazing legends.  After that, Appalachia 
became a place to make fortunes from, a place to somehow “fix” or both.  This course is an opportunity to 
examine a misunderstood segment of American history and to write some history of your own as well. 
 
History 373: Comparative Constitutional History 
Dr. Mercer 
This course will follow four major themes in comparative constitutional history: constitutions vs. 
constitutionalism; judicial review; citizenship; and the methods used in interpreting this history. For example, it 
is imperative to try to discover the true nature of a constitution. What does it require? How does it relate to ideas 
of constitutionalism? Can a country have one without the other? Second, we will explore the concept of judicial 
review, an accepted feature of our American constitutional order but globally practiced in different forms or not 
at all. Third, we will examine the often thorny citizenship question. Finally, the course will introduce you to 
several methods of practicing comparative constitutional history that can help us appreciate the significance of 
these distinctions. Overriding this entire course, however, is an appreciation that all constitutions, including our 
own, are products of their time and location. I hope that you will take from this class the notion that the 
contingency of particular events drive the constitution making process and that these contingencies are never 
fully contained within a single country.    
 
This is a writing intensive course. Your grade is determined by several papers as well as by your attendance and 
active participation. 
 
History 380: African-American Experience, Civil War to the Present 
Dr. Winford 
This is a survey course designed to introduce students to African and African American life and culture after the 
end of the Civil War. The experience of African Americans during these years was one of great suffering as well 
as triumph. Special emphasis will be placed on African American social, religious, economic, and intellectual 
development. The focus of this course will be on the challenges faced by the newly freed slaves as they merged 
into a white society that was not prepared to incorporate them. Students should remember that African 
American history must be studied within the context of United States history. Hence, some time will be spent 
discussing American history to highlight the African American experience. Students will learn to interpret 
African American History using written first-hand accounts.    
 
 



History 383: Early Jewish History 
Dr. Dessel 
This course will examine the independent Jewish states that flourished in the Middle East, the rise of the most 
important Jewish communities outside the ancient Jewish homeland, and the interaction of Jewish society within 
majority cultures that shaped not only the political life of the Jews but also their internal organization. Topics 
include the rise of ancient Israel, confrontation with Greco-Roman Hellenism and early Christianity, the 
evolution of Rabbinic institutions and literature, interactions with Islam and the development of Diaspora 
communities in Medieval Europe, North Africa and Central and South Asia.  Same as Judaic Studies 383. 
 
History 385: Violence in Africa 
Dr. Pariser 
This is a discussion-based course that explores the history and causes of violence in 20th century Africa. Using 
primary and scholarly texts from various disciplines (including history, political science, psychology, and 
anthropology) as well as novels and films, students will analyze the myths and realities of some of Africa’s most 
brutal conflicts as well as the violence of everyday life. In addition to learning the general narrative of colonial 
and post-colonial African history, students in this course will focus on analyzing how and why violence was 
employed by the state during the colonial era, how violence was utilized in anti-colonial struggles, and the roots 
of genocide, civil war, and everyday violence in post-colonial Africa. We will explore theoretical questions about 
the role of violence in societies, the inevitability of violence, the nature of structural violence, and the morality of 
inflicting violence.  
 
History 385: The Global History of Communism 
Dr. Liulevicius 
This course surveys the rise and fall of communism as a major political and ideological movement of modern 
times, with vast global consequences. Combining lecture and discussion, this course will cover "utopian 
socialisms" before 1848, the program of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, the rise of social democratic movements 
and revisionism, Lenin and the Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia in 1917, the establishment of the Gulag 
system of prison camps and forced labor, and Stalin's Great Terror and artificial famine in Ukraine. The class 
examines the global expansion and influence of communist movements, and concludes with a detailed inquiry 
into the fall of the Berlin Wall, the implosion of the Soviet Union, and the ongoing transformation of China. We 
examine economies, social changes, education, police surveillance, and resistance in Communist regimes 
worldwide, including Eastern Europe, China, North Korea, and Cuba. The class will discuss crucial primary 
sources, including the Communist Manifesto and parts of Das Kapital, and personal testimonies of life under 
Communist government.  
 
History 394: Chinese Intellectual History 
Dr. Sanft 
This course introduces important writers and thinkers from the early period in China (through ca. the 1st c. CE). 
Students will encounter well-known figures like Confucius and Sun-tzu along with less famous names such 
as Mozi and Wang Chong. At the end, students will have a basic familiarity with some of the important 
figures, issues, and debates from the early part of China's intellectual past.  
 
*History 408: Honors Senior Paper 
Dr. Harlow 
Organization and writing of the senior honors thesis. Required of students working for honors in history.  
Prerequisite: History 407.  Credit Restriction: Grade of A or B required for honors credit.  
 
History 444: History of the South 
Dr. Harlow 
This course explores the history of the American South from the colonial era to the recent past. Students will 
consider the role of regionalism in American history, especially the idea of the “South” as distinctive from the 
United States as a whole. Students will consider the multivalent meaning of the “South” as a cultural marker, 
and question the notion of monolithic southern identity. We will explore the rise and fall of the slavery system, 
the Civil War era, the origins of Jim Crow segregation, the impact of the New Deal and World War II, the 
freedom struggle of the civil rights movement, the emergence of the “Sun Belt,” and southern political 
realignment in the late twentieth century. All along the way, we will also consider questions about southern 
identity and cultural patterns (including foodways and folkways). 
 
 
 



History 449: History of Tennessee 
Dr. Hutton 
This class examines the state formed from the northern quarter of what we once called the Old Southwest. Early 
Tennessee was both southern and western Seven decades later the state that left the Union with the most 
reluctance eventually became the site of more battles during the Civil War than any other state but Virginia. Its 
subsequent status during Reconstruction defies description within one sentence but, suffice it to say, established 
conditions galling to conservatives and progressives alike. While laying at the center of what many would 
consider an economic backwater of the United States, the state hosted some of the most monumental 
technological innovations of the 20th century. An island of political moderation, compared to other states beneath 
the 36’30 line of latitude, Tennessee nevertheless became a space of contention during the civil rights struggle.  
Some questions, among others, covered in this class: does Tennessee exemplify the South at large, or is it an 
historical outlier within the region? How, for that matter, does it look within the larger history of the United 
States? And, perhaps most importantly, what can we learn from one moderately-sized federal state (as opposed 
to a in a global age? 
 
History 474: Memory in the Medieval Mediterranean 
Dr. Burman 
This course will focus on the ways that societies on all sides of the medieval Mediterranean Sea remembered 
their pasts, and put those memories to work as they attempted to foster political legitimacy, forge cultural 
traditions, explain historical trauma, and deepen religious insight.  The focus of the course will be reading a 
series of monographs by leading contemporary scholars, such as Chris Wickham’s Rome’s Inheritance, Susan 
Einbinder’s No Place of Rest: Jewish Literature, Expulsion, and the Memory of Medieval France, and Sarah Savant’s The 
New Muslims of Post-Conquest Iran 
Tradition, Memory, and Conversion.  Under the auspices of the Marco Institute, moreover, this course will be 
conducted jointly by video-conferencing with a course of the same title and syllabus at the University of 
Kentucky and jointly taught by Professor Abigail Firey of the same institution.  At least two of the authors we’ll 
be reading will be lecturing on campus and meeting with the seminar.  Undergraduates will write a series of 
critical book reviews; graduate students will write an extended research paper as well.  Taught with HIST 531. 
 
History 475: Latin America in Film 
Dr. Jefferson 
In this course we will watch both feature films and documentaries. The focus will be: How have Latin Americans 
used film in the late 20th and early 21st centuries as a way to raise awareness about social problems? Among 
these social problems are "race" and racism, gender equality, LGBT rights and liberation, and the growing divide 
between the "haves" and the "have nots," or the "have littles," in the global economy. There will be lectures, 
readings, and discussions on each of the chosen topics to help situate us in the time and place of the film. 
Students will keep a journal of notes on the films and write a short (3 - 5p.) paper after each topic/section of the 
course.  
 
History 479: Introduction to Public History 
Dr. Rutenberg 
This course will introduce history majors to the world of public history by presenting current and relevant 
scholarship on the topic, inviting guest speakers, and exploring public history spaces in the Knoxville area. It 
will introduce students to the various professional practices of historical societies, museums, historic houses, 
libraries, archives, historical editing projects, historical preservation groups, and other organizations involved in 
historical research, advocacy, and educational programming for public audiences. A component of the course 
will include experiential learning through individual student internships. 
 
History 484: Archaeology in the Holy Land: Persian Period-Muslim Conquest 
Dr. Dessel 
This course will focus on the Persian Period in the 6th c. BCE  through the Muslim Conquest in 640 CE in 
Palestine (modern-day Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority).  Students will be introduced to the 
historical background and especially the archaeology of Second Temple Judaism and early Christianity in 
Palestine. Specific topics that will be covered include Second Temple Judaism, Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Jewish sectarianism and early Christianity, Roman and Byzantine Jerusalem, and the development of ancient 
synagogues and churches. 
 
 
 
 



History 494: History of Tokyo, 1590-Present 
Dr. Nenzi 
Tokyo today is one of the largest cities in the world, yet 400 years ago it was an insignificant village surrounded 
by a swamp. This class will follow Tokyo’s meteoric rise examining the ways in which specific spaces of the city 
were appropriated, transformed, and assigned meanings at different points in time. We will use urban 
development and architectural changes as windows into larger social, political, economic, and cultural 
transformations. No previous knowledge of Japanese history or language required. Students will take three in-
class exams, participate in class discussion, and produce several written assignments consisting of primary and 
secondary source analyses. 
 
 
 

 
*499 Senior Seminars are required for all majors who enrolled under Fall 2009 catalog or later, except 
history honors students.  You do not have to be a classified senior to enroll, but at least 15 hours of 

History courses are encouraged pre-enrollment.* 
 
 
History 499: Christianity in Rome from Paul to Pope Gelasius I (ca. 50-500) 
Dr. Latham 
This Writing Intensive (WC) seminar will examine the earliest beginnings and development of Christianity in its 
various forms in the city of Rome. We will explore Christian diversity in the polyglot capitol of the Roman 
empire from Paul’s letter of introduction to a pre-existing community of Jesus followers already in Rome (aka 
his Letter to the Romans ca. 54-58 CE) to, approximately, pope Gelasius I (492-496 CE), an important and early 
theorist of papal power. In addition to the varieties of early Christianity, we will also examine relations between 
Christian groups, other Romans, and the empire tracing a history from sporadic persecution to imperial 
patronage; Christian material culture (catacombs, martyr shrines, and basilicas especially); the 
institutionalization of the church at Rome (the formation of the mono-episcopate); and the “Christianization” of 
the city of Rome (the transformation of the city and urban practices and habits by specifically Christian symbols, 
ideas, and practices). 
 
During the first half of the semester, we will survey the history of Christianity in Rome through the ancient 
literary and material evidence produced in and about Rome. After this historical overview, each seminar 
participant will then select and lead a discussion of a small sample of the primary ancient evidence uncovered in 
the beginning stages of her or his research. And finally, during the last two weeks each seminar participant will 
present a draft of her or his research paper to the entire seminar for peer-review and discussion. In the end, each 
seminar participant will develop an understanding of the complex history of Christianity in the city of Rome and 
will write a research paper (7,500 word minimum) on some aspect of that history based on both the ancient 
evidence (textual and/or material) and modern scholarship.    
 
History 499: Writing Biography 
Dr. Norrell 
Biography is perhaps the most popular form of history for most readers interested in the past. But biography is a 
genre that has often been dismissed as insufficiently intellectual. Still, historians sometimes undertake to 
interpret lives that are of large importance in the culture. Biographies about controversial characters sometimes 
shape intellectual currents. This course is designed to introduce senior history majors to the process of research 
and writing in history by examining the writing of biography.  
 Students will read in common two biographies, discuss them in class, and write a review of each major 
biography. The common readings are designed to encourage critical thinking about the kinds of questions 
biographers ask, the kinds of evidence they use, and the larger purposes that biography serves in the broad field 
of historical literature. The initial readings are intended to direct the student’s understanding of what might be 
an appropriate topic for individual research. The student will choose a subject, read the existing biographies of 
that subject and the available primary materials about that life, and then write a biography of about twenty 
pages on that person.  
 Students will be required to discuss issues in common readings critically during each meeting for the 
first four weeks. Each student will be assigned to lead discussions in class. Students will be required to write 
short essays on the two common biographies. By the fifth week of the term, students must be willing to propose 
a topic for your own research. Finally, each student will research a topic and prepare research paper of at least 
5,000 words (about 20 pages) on a subject that the student and Professor Norrell have agreed on.  



 All papers must be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced with one-inch margins, pages numbered and 
stapled.  Grade will be determined by class participation (10%), readings quizzes (5% each), book essays (10 %), 
and the research paper (70%) 
 
History 499:  Gender, Sexuality, and the Long Civil Rights Movement 
Dr. Williams 
The African-American quest for civil and human rights was one of the great historical dramas of the twentieth 
century. Using gender and sexuality as significant categories of analysis, this course will examine the diverse 
and imaginative ways in which black Americans have contested legal and extralegal disfranchisement and 
terrorism. Over the course of the semester, students will be exposed to exciting debates within civil rights history 
and explore some of the most hidden chapters of the African-American freedom struggle.  (This is a writing-
intensive course.) 
 
History 499: “An Absolute and Unconditional Pardon”: Crime, Punishment, and Release in America 
Dr. Reed 
In 1900, the Cherokee Nation granted an “absolute and unconditional pardon” to the remaining eighteen male 
prisoners incarcerated in the prison built, administered, and controlled by the Cherokee Nation since 1875.  
Using the Cherokee Nation as one case study, this course will explore the origins of prisons and jails in what is 
today the United States.  Students will explore how different communities and jurisdictions classified crimes, 
articulated the purposes of punishment, and how and why ideas about prisoners’ release changed over time.  
We will also examine to what degree race, class, gender, region, and, in this class, federal Indian policy informed 
many of the changes related to crime and punishment from the beginning of the nineteenth century through the 
early twentieth century in the US.  
 


