
Fall 2021 History Course Descriptions 
HIAF: Africa; HIAS: Asia; HIEU: Europe; HILA: Latin America/Caribbean; HIME: Middle East; HIUS; United States 
o Descriptions are listed in the same order as in the table below, by number and then by subject field.  
o Updated: 5.6.21 

 
 
 

Course Name Course Professor Day & Time 
200s 

Development/Western Civilization to 1715 HIEU 241 Matthew Gillis MW 11:45-12:35 w/F disc. 
Development/Western Civilization to 1715 HIEU 241 Marina Maccari-Clayton TR 9:50-11:05 
Development/Western Civilization to 1715 HIEU 241 Alex Garnhart-Bushakra MWF 10:30, 2:15, 3:30 
    
Development/Western Civilization 1715-Present HIEU 242 Vejas Liulevicius MWF 10:30-11:20  
Development/Western Civilization 1715-Present HIEU 242 Patricia Rutenberg Online/Asynchronous 
Development/Western Civilization 1715-Present HIEU 242 Berke Torunoglu MWF 2:15, 3:30, 4:45 
    Honors: Development/Western Civilization to 1715 HIEU 247 Patricia Rutenberg MWF 10:30-11:20 
    Early Latin American & Caribbean Studies  HILA 255 Chad Black TR 9:50-11:05 
    History/World Civilization to 1500  HIST 261 Charles Sanft MW 2:15-3:05 w/F disc. 
History/World Civilization to 1500 HIST 261 Can Bahadır Yüce TR 8:10, 9:50, 11:30 
History/World Civilization 1500-Present  HIST 262 Shellen Wu TR 9:50-10:40 w/F disc. 
History/World Civilization 1500-Present HIST 262 Masha Kobseva MWF 9:15, 10:30, 11:45 
Honors: History/World Civilization 1500-Present HIST 268 Susan Lawrence MWF 9:15-10:05 
Women in the Atlantic World, ca. 1450-1800 HIST 299 Kristen Block TR 2:50-4:05 
Now or Never: The History of Today HIST 299 Victor Petrov TR 11:30-12:25 
All’s Fair in World’s Fairs HIST 299 Shellen Wu TR 1:10-2:25 
History is Not Always Written by the Victors  HIST 299 Jacob Latham MWF 11:45-12:35 
    History of the United States to 1877  HIUS 221 Christopher Magra MW 8:00-8:50 w/F disc. 
    300s 
    History of Africa to 1880 HIAF 371 Nicole Eggers MWF 9:15-10:05 
    The Renaissance HIEU 314 Robert Bast  TR 1:10-2:25 
Modern Europe, 1750-1900 HIEU 319 Marina Maccari-Clayton TR 2:50-4:05 
History of Germany to 1815 HIEU 334 Denise Phillips MWF 9:15-10:05 
Byzantium in the Margins HIEU 383 Felege-Selam Yirga MWF 10:30-11:20 
    Early Jewish History HIME 383 J.P. Dessel TR 9:50-11:05 
    Exploring Jacksonian America HIST 307 Michael Woods TR 9:50-11:05 
    History of Immigration in the U.S. and the World  HIUS 302 Robert Norrell TR 11:30-12:45 
Colonial America to 1763 HIUS 350 Christopher Magra MWF 10:30-11:45 
Early American Republic HIUS 352 William Mercer TR 4:30-5:45 
African American Women’s History HIUS 376 Lindsey Jones MWF 1:00-1:50 
African American Experience, Colonial Era-Civil War HIUS 379 Lindsey Jones MWF 10:30-11:20 
Red Dead America HIUS 383 Tore Olsson TR 2:50-4:05 
Medicine in U.S. History HIUS 383 Susan Lawrence MWF 11:45-12:35 
    400s 
    History of the Samurai HIAS 490 Laura Nenzi TR 9:50-11:05 
History of Tokyo HIAS 494 Laura Nenzi TR 11:30-12:45 
    Invisible Romans HIEU 482 Jacob Latham MWF 2:15-3:05 
    Slavery in the Americas HILA 450 Beau Gaitors MWF 10:30-11:20 
Gender and Sexuality in Early Latin America HILA 465 Chad Black TR 2:50-4:05 
    History and Archaelogy of Ancient Mesopotamia HIME 400 J.P. Dessel TR 1:10-2:25 
From Syria to Spain: The First Dynasty of Islam HIME 484 Alison Vacca MWF 11:45-12:35 
    Honors: Senior Thesis I HIST 407 Denise Phillips W 5:45-8:45 
Internship: Center for the Study of War and Society HIST 490 Vejas Liulevicius   TBA 
Infectious Disease: A Global History HIST 499 Nicole Eggers MWF 11:45-12:35 
The People’s War: Britain During World War II HIST 499 Margaret Andersen  TR 8:10-9:25 
Apocalypticism: Imagining the End of History HIST 499 Robert Bast R 6:10-8:55 
    Creating the Constitution HIUS 484 William Mercer TR 1:10-2:25 



200s 
 
HILA 255: Early Latin American and Caribbean Studies  
Dr. C. Black 
In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue and discovered or destroyed, conquered or civilized the Americas. 
Sixty years later, in 1552, López de Gómara, the private secretary of Hernán Cortes, wrote, “The greatest event 
since the creation of the world (excluding the incarnation and death of Him who created it) is the discovery of 
the Indies [i.e. Americas].” He was, himself, a participant the conquest of Mexico. From the very beginning, not 
only the magnitude, but also the meaning of the Conquest of the Americas has been a point of controversy and 
acclaim. The history of Early Latin America, however, does not begin in October 1492. Indigenous bands and 
great civilizations inhabited North and South America for more than ten thousand years prior to the arrival of 
Europeans on the shores of Caribbean islands. Thus, in this class we will concentrate on the pre-Colombian 
period, the conquest period, and the ensuing three hundred years of Spanish (and to a limited extent) 
Portuguese rule. The lectures will move both chronologically and topically. We will concentrate on two key 
geographic areas of examination— central Mexico, home to the highly structured pre-Columbian societies of 
the Maya and the Mexica, among many others, and later the center of Spanish control in its northern kingdoms 
as the Viceroyalty of New Spain; and, the central Andes, land of the Inca Empire and its subject polities (among 
others), and home of the Viceroyalty of Peru, the center of Spanish power in its southern kingdoms. Our class 
will cover a tremendous breadth of time and territory, and as such the lectures, readings, and discussion 
sections are designed to draw your critical attention to issues, including ethnicity, gender, slavery, culture, and 
power, as well as the institutions and structures that patterned native, African, and European experiences of 
Spanish and Portuguese imperialism.  Same as LAC 251. 
 
HIST 261: History of World Civilization to 1500 
Dr. Sanft 
In this section of HIST 261, we will be "eating our way through world history." The course will concentrate on 
foodways from around the world in the premodern period. We will learn how people in different places and 
times produced and prepared their foods, and even have the opportunity to sample versions of ancient 
food. Economics, wars, and the parade of civilizations will feature only if and when they can tell us about food. 
Bring napkins.  
 
HIST 268: Honors History of World Civilization 1500 to the Present 
Dr. Lawrence 
Over the last 500 years, humans have transformed the world. In this course, we focus on the complex ways that 
technologies – technologies of food production and transportation, of information and experimentation, of 
vaccines and pharmaceuticals – have given humans unprecedented power over their environments, over their 
bodies and over other people. The emergence of modern science and biomedicine offer us case studies in the 
globalization of particular ways of understanding and manipulating nature. As we survey the globe over half a 
millennium, we explore how the histories of technology, medicine and science have been enmeshed in the 
course of world events, from colonial conquests and plagues to political revolutions and world wars.    
 
HIST 299: Women of the Atlantic World, ca. 1450-1850 
Dr. Block 
The four continents that bordered the Atlantic Ocean (Africa, Europe, and the Americas) were brought into 
world-changing interactions and conflicts from the period just before Columbus's so-called "discovery" of the 
New World in 1492 to the blooming of the Transatlantic Slave Trade and its repression starting in the early 
nineteenth century.  These histories are often told in terms of big-picture changes to economics, politics, and 
globalization--but what if we start with ordinary people, start with WOMEN?  Join me in learning more about 
the ways that women experienced and shaped this Atlantic World, and how history majors (men and women) 
can be active agents in shaping what we know about the past in moments of great inter-cultural 
turmoil.  Students will read and review biographies of women in the Atlantic World from many different racial, 
class, religious, and geographic backgrounds.  They will also learn how to begin their own microhistorical 
study of an unheralded woman from the long-ago past.  Restricted to History majors. 
 
HIST 299: Now or Never: The History of Today 
Dr. Petrov 
How did we get to where we are now? Could we be living in a different present? The future of which past is 
our time? History's insights usually come in hindsight. This course will consider why we are here, today, and 
what past developments and structural changes got us to the present moment. Many people have a sense of 
living through historic times, and this course will interrogate what we mean by this - not just in a US but a  
 
 



 
global perspective. As a course in methodology too, we will consider what assumptions historians make, how 
they craft their arguments, and what sources they use - not only by utilizing primary and secondary works on 
the historic changes that are ongoing today, but by also considering what we leave behind as sources . The 
financial crisis, global conflict, the environmental challenges we face, migration and refugees, pandemics, 
political polarization - these are just some of these themes we will cover in this course, while developing our 
skills as historians too.  Restricted to History majors. 
 
HIST 299: All’s Fair in World Fairs 
Dr. Wu 
In the storied history of World’s Fairs in the United States, the 1893 Columbian Exposition became known for 
showcasing American exceptionalism and growing economic clout. The 1964 New York World’s Fair 
highlighted the dominance of American businesses in the global market and new technologies of the Space 
Age. In contrast, historians have largely overlooked the end of American participation in World’s Fairs. The 
Knoxville Fair in 1982 was the second to last World’s Fair hosted by the United States; shortly after a failed New 
Orleans fair in 1984, the United States stopped paying dues to the Bureau of International Expositions. Over a 
decade later, a 1996 Simpson’s episode featured Bart and his friends taking a road trip. In Knoxville, they find 
the symbol of the Fair, the Sunsphere, turned into a wig shop. In this course, students will learn the basics of the 
historian’s craft through original research on the Knoxville World’s Fair and create their own podcast. 
Restricted to History majors. 
 
HIST 299: History is Not Always Written by the Victors: Histories of Others in Ancient Rome 
Dr. Latham 
Historians, in fact, write history. They may, however, chose to focus on the “victors,” if only because the victors 
(the powerful, the wealthy, etc) produced so much of the evidence. Indeed, from temples to texts, the evidence 
for ancient Roman history is dominated by the powerful. But, one can with some difficulty peer around the 
monuments and read between the lines of the texts to discover the lives of others Romans—slaves, 
freedpersons, women, entertainers. That is precisely our task in this 299—to uncover the history of the 90% of 
the Roman world who were not powerful men. Restricted to History majors. 
 
HIUS 221: U.S. History to 1877 
Dr. Magra 
The United States of America has not always been united.  This nation did not come into the world with one 
government.  In fact, there was no U.S.A. in 1607, when Jamestown became the first English settlement in North 
America.  And by the end of the Civil War in 1865 the nation remained largely divided.  Much changed in the 
intervening 258 years, but much remained the same.  This course is designed to familiarize students with events 
in the first half of U.S. history that fostered unity and disunity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
300s  

 
HIAF 371: African History to 1880 
Dr. Eggers 
This course will provide an introduction to the social and cultural history of Africa from the earliest times to the 
eve of European colonization. The course will use a variety of case studies and perspectives to highlight larger 
historical processes that were – and still are - at work across the continent.  Though we will visit nearly every 
major historical region with these case studies, certain regions - namely, Kenya and the Swahili Coast, Rwanda 
and the Great Lakes region, the Congo and the Equatorial region, Mali and West Africa, and South Africa - will 
receive particular attention in an effort to balance breadth of historical knowledge with depth.  At the center of 
our investigations will be the question of how one can think and write about early African history. How do 
historians use sources like archeology, linguistics, oral traditions, art, documentary evidence to highlight the 
experiences of African people living in the distant past?  Same as AFST 371. 
 
HIEU 314: Renaissance Europe 
Dr. Bast 
This course examines the social and political forces in Western Europe that formed the crucible for the late-
medieval cultural movement known as the Renaissance. Our main focus will be on Italy, the center of 
Renaissance culture between the 14th and 16th centuries, but we will also be discussing developments 
elsewhere in Europe. The aims of this course are as follows:  1. To familiarize you with the major events in 
political, cultural, social and intellectual history during the Renaissance. 2. To introduce you to some of the 
major achievements of Renaissance writers and artists. 3. To examine some of the critical questions concerning 
the interpretation of the Renaissance as an historical event or period. 4. To help you develop and sharpen your  
own skills in reading and writing about history.  In order to achieve these aims, it is essential that you attend 
class regularly and that you keep up with all reading assignments. Same as REST 314. 
 
HIEU 383: Performance and Play in the Middle Ages 
Dr. Ritchey 
This course will serve as an introduction to the vibrant world of medieval theatre as well as to performance as a 
method of historical analysis. We will cover a wide variety of performance traditions including dance, liturgical 
drama, street theatre, fabliaux, passion plays, and mysteries spanning 10th-century Germany through sixteenth-
century New Spain. We will explore topics ranging from medieval stagecraft (including hellmouths!), gender 
performance, “total theatre” including the performance of pain, the relationship between performance and 
religious practice, the challenge of acting in the roles of God or demons, and much more. We will read a 
number of texts of medieval plays and other performance traditions, and we will also consider modern theatre 
works that re-perform medieval scripts as well as modern performances of the medieval in RPGs, film, and 
examples of living history such as Ren Faires and the Society for Creative Anachronism. 
 
HIEU 383: Byzantium from the Margins: Religion, Ethnicity, and Gender in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Dr. Yirga 
When modern people think of the Byzantines (if ever they do) they often imagine them as something 
resembling modern Greeks in medieval garb. They usually imagine a man who is Orthodox, Greek-speaking, 
European, and very often male. In this course, we will use a variety of texts and objects study the early 
Byzantine world ( 330-641 CE) as one of dizzying diversity: A world in which women of great political 
influence actively engaged in court politics, several languages were spoken, dozens of Christian and Christian-
adjacent sects vied for supremacy and survival with the last Roman pagans. Instead of providing a tired 
narrative of Byzantium’s emperors and their accomplishments, this course will cover the manifold peoples and 
cultures who are often left out of popular and scholarly depictions of the Byzantine world. In doing so, the 
course will introduce students to a range of texts and figures whose actions at the periphery of Byzantine 
society would come to affect the empire’s center in profound ways. 
 
HIME 383: Early Jewish History 
Dr. Dessel 
This course serves as an introduction to the history, religion and culture of the Jewish people from the biblical 
period through the 6th century C.E.  This course will acquaint students with a variety of primary sources central 
to the study of ancient Judaism, including biblical texts, historical sources, early Jewish writings, and 
archaeological data.  A major emphasis will be the study of Jewish interactions within majority cultures that not 
only shaped the socio-cultural dimensions of the Jewish people but also their communal organization.  Topics 
that will be examined in detail include; the origins and development of Israelites and ancient Israel, the cultural  
 



 
confrontation with Greco-Roman Hellenism and early Christianity, and the evolution of Rabbinic institutions 
and literature. Same as JST 383. 
 
Honors: HIST 307: Early Jacksonian America 
Dr. Woods 
Americans experienced the “Jacksonian” era (roughly 1815-1845) as one of rapid and often disorienting change. 
Every aspect of life—from work and leisure to voting, religious worship, and political protest—was 
transformed. Some people embraced change because it brought exhilarating new opportunities. Others resisted 
change because it threatened them with defeat, dispossession, or death. Many were ambivalent, torn between 
nostalgia for the past and hope for the future. As we wrestle with profound social, economic, political, cultural, 
and technological changes in our own time, the Jacksonian era takes on striking relevance—and inspires 
considerable debate. In this course, we will focus on two key themes—work (who should work for whom, and 
on what terms?) and citizenship (what are the rights, duties, and responsibilities of democratic citizenship, and 
who should enjoy them?)—as we explore Jacksonian America in all its complexity and diversity. To this end, 
we will develop and deploy historical skills that are essential for understanding any past time and place: 
reading effectively, interpreting primary sources, understanding context, and crafting and communicating a 
clear argument. Along the way, we will capitalize on the resources of the Papers of Andrew Jackson, a UTK-
based editing project that informs the study of Jacksonian America and its most controversial figure. 
 
HIUS 302: The History of Immigration in the U.S. and the World 
Dr. Norrell 
This course introduces students to the history of immigration into American society. The US’s success as a 
nation of immigrants is rooted in deep-seated values and attitudes: the way America separates church and  
 
state, its emphasis on the rights of individuals rather than communities, its historically fluid social structure, its 
relatively unregulated labor markets. The United States has welcomed immigrants, in part because its 
universalist values and it has accepted ethnic difference and for the most part differences of religion. On the 
other hand, it has manifested periods of nativism and xenophobia. How and why the nation’s attitudes have 
evolved, and how they compare with post-World War II developments in Europe, are the focii of this 
course. This course will address the historical experiences of many immigrant groups to the US, including 
Italian, German, Irish, English, Polish, Russian, Mexican, Chinese, and Japanese. It will examine assimilation, 
prejudice, economic exploitation and success, mobility, and family and cultural life. Sharp focus will be put on 
xenophobia and racism. 

  
Students will discuss in class the ways that the immigrant experience is structured by American social realities. 
How do capital relations shape immigrant opportunities from one group to the next? How do group mores 
make certain groups more inclined for some kinds of work and not others—e.g. why do so many Irish become 
cops and so many Russian Jews textile workers? Why do the Irish become Democrats, the Germans 
Republicans? Why did the Irish manifest more vicious hatred of blacks than the other immigrant groups? 
 
HIUS 350: Colonial America to 1763 
Dr. Magra 
Colonial American history involves more than the origins of the United States.  There were certainly people and 
events in North America during the 1600s and 1700s that influenced the new nation during the 1800s and 
beyond.  But, there was more to colonial life.  Much more.  This course is designed to free colonial American 
history from the confines of a narrow focus on the pre-history of the United States.  In addition to English 
movers and shakers, we will study African, French, Native American, and Spanish influences that shaped the 
contours of life in early modern North America.  Unfettering colonial history will help us better appreciate the 
lived realities of diverse people who did not know they were creating the United States of America. 
 
HIUS 352: The Early American Republic 
Dr. Mercer 
This course will explore the history of the U.S. from its constitutional founding through the eve of the Civil War 
and is structured around five different sections. First, we will survey the largely political development of the 
new nation. Second, we return to these years and add nuance to the political discussion by exploring its social, 
cultural, religious, economic, and legal development. Third, we assess the meaning and impact of “Jacksonian 
Democracy.” Fourth, we will compare the increasingly different economic and cultural paths taken by the 
North and South and the controversies regarding slavery that affected this divergence. Finally, we will assess 
how this slavery issue ultimately exploded into the unraveling of the Union in the 1850’s following the Mexican 
American War.    
 
 



 
 
HIUS 376: African American Women’s History from Slavery to the Present 
Dr. Jones 
This lecture course examines Black women’s lives in the United States from slavery to the present. We will 
explore how Black women’s experiences have differed across time, region, social class, and other lines. We will 
become familiar with Black women’s shared experiences of anti-Black racism and misogyny in American 
history. Most importantly, we will examine how Black women, individually and collectively, have sought to 
survive, resist, and make sense of their experiences—and how their efforts changed the direction of United 
States history. Same as AFST 375. 
 
HIUS 379: African American Experience from the Colonial Period to the Civil War 
Dr. Jones 
This lecture course is the first in a 2-course sequence charting Black people’s experiences in the United States. 
Beginning with the colonial period and ending with the Civil War, this course will examine how enslaved and 
free African Americans shaped the first century of American history. We will examine the legal and social 
constraints within which all Black people lived, including the diversity of Black people’s experiences under 
chattel slavery in the new nation. We will also learn how enslaved and free African Americans opposed and 
resisted the institution of chattel slavery in large and small ways, including through the Civil War that marked 
its bitter and violent end. Same as AFST 376. 
 
HIUS 383: Red Dead America 
Dr. Olsson 
How can contemporary popular culture illuminate – or distort – our understanding of the past? This course 
engages the highly popular video games Red Dead Redemption (2010) and Red Dead Redemption II (2018) as a 
gateway to exploring the central dilemmas of American life at the turn of the twentieth century (precisely, the 
years between 1899 and 1911 – the chronological setting of the games). Though neither game is historically 
“accurate” in any traditional sense, they touch upon many of the topics that historians of this era have debated 
for decades. We will therefore use the games as a springboard to explore weighty and complex historical topics 
of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, including (but not limited to): the expansion of corporate capitalism, 
mythologies of the frontier, racism and the origins of segregation, crime and law enforcement, grassroots social 
movements, the dispossession of Native peoples, imperialism and expansionism, immigration, and the memory 
of the Civil War. Our geographical focus will be on the trans-Mississippi West, the Cotton South, southern 
Appalachia, the U.S.-Mexican borderlands, and the Caribbean. There are no prerequisites for the course, and 
non-History majors are encouraged to register. Students are not required to own or purchase the games, though 
it is expected that many will have some prior exposure to the series. Course capacity is subject to change 
depending on student demand. 
 
HIUS 383: Medicine in U.S. History 
Dr. Lawrence 
From the early colonial period to the present, American medicine has been full of tensions between the comforts of 
traditional practices (whether Old World or New World) and the tantalizing promises of new discoveries and 
reforms, both personal and social, in medicine and health care. One of the main goals of this course is for students 
to grasp the very complicated relationships between medicine as a body of knowledge and as a set of practices that 
are continuously defined by social and cultural ideas about race, gender, class, disability and well-being. Health 
care has never existed in isolation as a single set of biomedical facts about health and disease. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
400s 

 
HIAS 490: History of the Samurai 
Dr. Nenzi 
This class examines the history of Japan's warrior class from its origins to its abolition, as well as the enduring 
myth of the samurai code of honor (bushidō). Themes include the warriors' changing place in society; their 
fighting techniques at different historical junctions; warrior governments and strategies of power and authority; 
samurai culture; depictions of the samurai in literature, plays, and film; and the politicization of the military 
past. The course is run seminar-style: participation in discussion is required and constitutes a large portion of 
your grade. Previous knowledge of Japanese history or Japanese language skills welcome but not required. 
 
HIAS 494: History of Tokyo, 1590 to the Present 
Dr. Nenzi 
The Greater Tokyo Metropolitan area is home to 36 million people—six times the entire population of 
Tennessee. And yet, a little more than four centuries ago, Tokyo (at the time called Edo) was an insignificant 
village in a swamp. This class follows the historical events that enabled the amazing transformation of the 
village of Edo into the megalopolis of Tokyo from the late sixteenth century until the present day. Key themes 
include, but are not limited to, the cityscape as mirror of the transition from the early modern to the modern 
eras, escapism and fantasylands, disaster and reconstruction, and architecture as a source of authority. The 
course is run seminar-style: participation in discussion is required and constitutes a large portion of your grade. 
Previous knowledge of Japanese history or Japanese language skills welcome but not required. 

 
HIEU 482: Invisible Romans 
Dr. Latham 
The monuments and texts of the rich and powerful—emperors and elites—tend to dominate histories of the 
Roman empire, leaving common citizens in the shadows. In seminar, we will seek out some of the less powerful 
who have ordinarily been overlooked—peasants, women, freedmen, slaves, soldiers, and gladiators. Though 
the elite dominate the texts that they also wrote and loom large in the monuments they had constructed, the 
traces of others may be founds in the nooks and crannies of elite histories, treatises, plays, and poetry created as 
well as more intractable sources like graffiti, magical texts, proverbs, astrological writings, and even the New 
Testament in addition to material remains. 
 
In addition to reading a number of important studies of often overlooked Romans, we will also explore the 
varied sources (literary texts, inscriptions, papyri, coins, and archaeology), with which one can write a history 
of Invisible Romans and the methods use to study these sources. 
 
HILA 450: Slavery in the Americas 
Dr. Gaitors 
The term “slavery” immediately brings to mind the transatlantic slave trade to the U.S. and U.S. cotton and 
tobacco plantations in the South. However, the United States was not the only recipient of enslaved Africans. 
The British, Dutch, French, Portuguese, and Spanish brought the vast majority of enslaved Africans across the 
Atlantic to assume the labor conditions in the Caribbean, Central America, and South America. In fact, only 
about 5% of the total number of people coming from the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade came to the United States. 
About 50% were taken to Central and South America to places like Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, 
and Venezuela. Roughly 45% were taken to the Caribbean where they ended up in places like Cuba, Haiti, and 
Jamaica.  Beyond cotton plantations, enslaved individuals worked in a variety of settings: in silver and gold 
mines, sugar plantations, docks in seaports, and as skilled laborers in cities. In this course we will couple 
primary sources such as artwork, government documents, newspapers, maps, and personal journals with peer-
reviewed articles and books to expand our understanding of the complexities of slavery and abolition in the 
Americas. And through written and verbal discussions we will interrogate the social, economic, and political 
contributions that enslaved Africans made to the Americas from the 15th through 19th centuries. Same as LAC 
450. 
 
HILA 465: Gender & Sexuality in Early Latin America 
Dr. C. Black 
This course examines the sources, methodologies, and theoretical approaches that shape the history of women 
and sexuality in early Latin America. The readings represent ethnic, racial, and class-based distinctions among 
women and emphasize the importance of using diverse approaches in the reconstruction women’s history and 
culture, particularly for indigenous and African women. The course ends with an analysis of how female 
figures from the colonial period, such as La Malinche and the Virgin of Guadalupe, have been incorporated into  



 
 
modern political agendas by intellectuals and political activists. Students will read, analyze, and discuss 
both primary and secondary sources to understand how history is conceived and written. Same as LAC 465. 
 
HIME 400: History and Archaelogy of Ancient Mesopotamia 
Dr. Dessel 
The Ancient Near East is often referred to the “cradle of civilization,” where human societies first developed 
farming, herding, villages and urbanism. This course will explore the history, archaeology and culture of 
Mesopotamia (modern Iraq) from the earliest settled villages (fifth millennium B.C.E.) to the end of Neo- 
Assyrian and Babylonian Empires in the 6th century B.C.E. We will discuss the literary and artistic 
achievements of the Sumerians, Assyrians and Babylonians, as well as more thematic issues such as the 
development of state-level societies, the emergence of social and political institutions, literacy, imperialism, and 
intersocietal interactions. 
 
HIME 400: From Syria to Spain: The First Dynasty of Islam 
Dr. Vacca 
The Umayyads were one of the most maligned families in the early Islamic world, accused of murdering the 
grandson of the Prophet Muhammad. Historians from the early Islamic period criticized their drunken, 
libertine sports and their lust for worldly goods. And yet, the Umayyads also built some of the most celebrated 
architectural feats of early Islam, like the Dome of the Rock, al-Aqsa Mosque, and the Great Mosque of 
Damascus. This course explores the tarnished reputation of the Umayyads to locate their formative role in the 
development of the Caliphate, following the family from Damascus (r. 661-750) to establish first an emirate and 
then a Caliphate in Spain (r. 756-1031). Deliberately integrating territory from Central Asia to Spain, students in 
this course will read sources in translation from Arabic, Syriac, and Latin; coins; and buildings to assess themes 
like violence, place, power, and society under Umayyad rule.    
 
HIST 407: Honors Senior Thesis 
Dr. Phillips 
The History 407 seminar will guide you through the first stage of writing your senior honors thesis. Over the 
course of the spring semester, you will define a workable topic for the thesis, formulate a research question, 
find a suitable initial primary source base, master the core secondary literature for your topic, and write a 20-
page chapter draft. Restricted: by Honors coordinator permission. 
 
 
If you encounter a registration flag when registering for a 499 section, contact Mary Beckley with your student  

ID number and the section CRN. 
 
HIST 499: Infectious Disease – A Global History 
Dr. Eggers 
The history of the relationship between humans and disease is as long as the history of humanity itself. And, as 
we have come to understand all too intimately since 2020, disease has often shown little discrimination and 
even less mercy in its assaults on humankind. Yet, it is also true that humans have played a powerful role in 
shaping global disease environments and that, moreover, class, race and nationality have historically influenced 
both exposure to disease and access to the tools of healing. The history of humans and infectious disease, then, 
is at once social, political, biological, and environmental. In this course, we will explore the global history of 
infectious disease from each of these angles. Together, we will learn about the histories of several paradigmatic 
infectious diseases – ex. smallpox, plague, cholera, malaria, and HIV-AIDS - as students work to design and 
implement their own research projects about the global history of infectious disease.  Restricted to History 
majors. 
 
HIST 499: The People’s War: Great Britain During World War Two 
Dr. Andersen 
This senior research seminar will focus on Britain during the Second World War, with particular emphasis on 
collective memory. The first half of the semester will serve as an introduction to both this rich historical topic 
and its historiography. Topics will include the Blitz, the evacuation out of Dunkirk, refugees and humanitarian 
efforts, food and provisioning, Winston Churchill and his legacy, gender and family life, and wartime 
propaganda. Students will learn about the myth of the blitz which, along with the concept of the people’s war, had 
political importance even decades later. The second half of the semester will be devoted to writing and revising 
research papers. Students will develop a research question, engage with primary and secondary sources, and 
produce an original research paper.  Restricted to History majors. 
 



 
 
HIST 499: Apocalypticism: Imagining the End of History 
Dr. Bast 
This is a course about the end of history—or rather about how human beings imagine that end. We will explore 
the long tradition of Christian eschatology as well as particular manifestations of that tradition in specific 
apocalyptic movements in late-medieval and Reformation Europe. What we learn about those movements will 
serve as the foundation for student research projects, though students will be free to situate their research in 
other cultural or chronological contexts. Course time will be divided into unequal segments that include 1). 
readings about Apocalypticism in specific cultural contexts; 2). Study of the mechanics of research and 
academic writing; 3). Individual research under the direction of the instructor and 4). Discussion and 
presentation of seminar projects.  Restricted to History majors. 
 
 
HIUS 484: Creating the Constitution 
Dr. Mercer 
Why do many Americans revere the Constitution while at the same time hate the political system, as if there 
were no connection between the two? If you could modify the constitutional order in the U.S., how would you 
do it? In this class, we will examine these questions through an in-depth study of framing era documents to 
better understand why the Constitution was created and the forms of government it was designed to establish. 
We will apply the lessons from these debates at a mock constitutional convention where you will propose, 
negotiate, and design a new constitutional document. 
 


