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JOHN BOHSTEDT 
Professor emeritus 

Department of History, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
bohstedt@utk.edu 

 
EDUCATION 

1972  Harvard University             Ph. D.      
1966, l970       Oxford University, U.K.       B. A., M. A     
1964  Cornell College of Iowa  (summa cum Laude) A. B.               

 
ACADEMIC  POSITIONS  

2008-  Professor emeritus, University of Tennessee 
2003-2008 Professor, University of Tennessee   
1993-2001 Associate Head, History Department, University of Tennessee  
1979-2003 Associate and Assistant Professor, University of Tennessee 
1973-1979 Assistant Professor, Harvard University   
1972-1973  Leverhulme Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of Stirling  

 
BOOKS    

The Politics of Provisions:  Food Riots, Moral Economy, and Market Transition in England, 
c. 1550-1850 (Ashgate Ltd., 2010).  Riot “censuses” posted on web.utk.edu/~bohstedt/ 

 Riots and Community Politics in England and Wales, 1790-1810 (Harvard Univ. Press, 1983). 
 
ARTICLES / CHAPTERS PUBLISHED 

 “Food Riots and the Politics of Provisions in World History,” IDS Conference Paper 444, 
Brighton: Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, 13 February 2014. 
at www.ids.ac.uk/publication/food-riots-and-the-politics-of-provisions-in-world-history 

 
“Food Riots and Provision Politics in Early-Modern England and France, the Irish Famine and 

World War I, ” in   Disturbing the Peace: Riots, Resistance and Rebellion in Britain and 
France, 1381 to the present, ed. M. T. Davis (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015).  

 
"The Pragmatic Economy, the Politics of Provisions, and the 'Invention' of the Food Riot 

Tradition in 1740," in Moral Economy and Popular Protest: Crowds, Conflict and 
Authority, eds. Adrian Randall and Andrew Charlesworth (Macmillan, 2000), 55-92. 

 
“The Waning of the Moral Economy: Military Force and the Politics of Provisions 1740-1820,” 

Consortium on Revolutionary Europe (Florida State University 1999), 143-152. 
 
The Dynamics of Riots:  Escalation and Diffusion/Contagion," Chapter 10 in The Dynamics of 

Aggression: Biological and Social Processes in Dyads and Groups, ed. Michael Potegal  
and John F. Knutson (Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 1994),  257-306.    

  
"The Moral Economy and the Discipline of Historical Context," Journal of Social History, 26 

(1992), 265-284.  
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"More than One Working Class:  Protestant-Catholic Riots in Edwardian Liverpool," in Popular 

Politics, Riot and Labour:  Essays in Liverpool History 1790-1940, ed. John C. Belchem 
(Liverpool University Press, 1992), 173-216. 

 
"The Myth of the Feminine Food Riot:  Women as Proto-Citizens in English Community Politics, 1790-

1810," in  Women and Politics in the Age of Democratic Revolution, ed. Darline Gay Levy and 
Harriet B. Applewhite (University of Michigan Press, 1990), 21-60.       

    
"Gender, Household, and Community Politics:  Women in English Riots, 1790-1810," Past and 

Present , no. 120 (1988),  88-122. 
    
"The Diffusion of Riots: The Patterns of 1766, 1795, and 1801 in Devonshire," with Dale E. Williams, 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History , XIX: 1 (1988), 1-24.   
 

NOTE on Scholarly Citations:  Through January 2014, 150+ scholarly articles (not counting books, 
book reviews or bibliographies) have cited my works, in studies of British, French, German, 
Spanish, Russian, Argentine, US, Canadian, Indian, Iranian, and Japanese history, as well as 
sociology, political science, geography, and social psychology.    

 
BOOK REVIEWS PUBLISHED 

 In  Social History, English Historical Review, The International History Review, American 
Historical Review, Journal of Social History, Population and Environment, Albion, 
Theory and Society, Magill's Literary Annual,  Journal of Interdisciplinary History  

 
CONFERENCE  PAPERS ON FOOD RIOTS, MORAL ECONOMY AND THE POLITICS OF PROVISIONS   

Amsterdam Symposium on the History of Food:  Food, Hunger and Conflict, 2015  
Conf. on Food Riots and Food Rights, Institute of Development Studies (IDS), U. of Sussex 2014 
Anglo-American Historians Conf., Institute of Historical Research, University of London, 2013 
The Making of the English Working Class 50 years on, People’s History Museum, Manchester, 2013 
Keynote, Food & Drink Histories Conf., Univ. of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK, 2011 
Berkshire Conference in Women's History, Minneapolis, 2008 
Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu 2008 
Consortium on Revolutionary Europe, Charleston 
North American Conference on British Studies (CBS), Chicago 
International Conference on Hunger, Glucksman Ireland House, New York University 
American Historical Association, San Francisco 
Social Science History Association, Chicago 
Midwest, Middle Atlantic, Western CBS, Ann Arbor MI, Chicago, New York, Boulder, CO 
Conference on Scarcity, Hunger and Protest in Germany 1750-1950, Freie Universität Berlin 
Conference on “The Moral Economy – 20 years on,” University of Birmingham (UK) 
High School Teachers Conference, Denton, TX 
Conference on Women and Politics in the Age of Democratic Revolution, Rockefeller Center at 

Bellagio, Italy 
And papers at History Department Seminars at: Emory University, Virginia Tech, Tennessee, 

Cornell U.   UK:  Universities of Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, IHR, London. 
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RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS  & GRANTS   

2001-2004     Co-Director, UTK President’s Initiative  ($100,000) grant to lead History 
Department team to improve the teaching of World History  

1994-1998     Partner with Prof. Martin Geyer (below), German-American research collaboration,  
Grant ($25,000.) from Alexander von Humboldt-Stiftung (Bonn)  

1993-1996     Principal Investigator, National Endowment for the Humanities Grant ($150,000):   
"Social Protest & the Politics of Provisions in Britain, France, Germany  
1750-1850, and the 20th Century," with Drs. Cynthia A. Bouton (Texas A& M),  
 Manfred Gailus (TU, Berlin), and Martin Geyer (U. Cologne, then Münich) 

1993               British Academy Summer Visiting Fellowship  ($3000.)  
1992-1995      Convenor, Research Planning Group, Council for European Studies, Columbia  

University, Grant ($10,000.) for meetings of research team (as for NEH) 
1988-1989 Harry Frank Guggenheim Research Grant ($30,000) 
1985  American Council of Learned Societies, Summer Grant in Aid 
1985  Visiting Fellow, Department of Economic History, University of Liverpool  
1993, 1980 UT Faculty Summer Research Awards ($3000. each)  
1980  American Philosophical Society, Grant in Aid 
1974  NEH Summer Stipend 
1969-1970 Knox Memorial Fellowship from Harvard University 
1966-1971 Danforth Graduate Fellowship 
1966  Rhodes Scholarship  
. 

ADDITIONAL EXPERIENCE AND SERVICE 

• Graduate: Chaired and Directed 7 PhDs, 10 M.A. theses, and countless grad. committees. 
. 

• Reviewed manuscripts for Social Science History, Economic History Review, Urban    
History, & Labor History, Sustainability, European Journal of Development Research, 
and Routledge, Penn State Press, U. Tennessee Press, Harvard, & Stanford U. Press 
. 

• Interviewed, Wisconsin Public Radio: The London and Milwaukee Riots of 2011 
 

• Knox County Democratic Party, 47th Ward Chair (2007-14) 
. . 

• Election campaign fieldwork and organizing for Julie Hardin, Mark Harmon, &  
  Finbarr Saunders (County Commission and City Council), Indya Kincannon (School Board),  
  Harold Ford, jr. (U.S. Senate), Barack Obama (President), Randy Walker (State Senate),  
  Gloria Johnson (State Representative), and Madeline Rogero (Mayor). 
 

• . . Chaired four History searches, Chaired / served on countless Promotion and Tenure  & 
other Committees for events & speakers, and Department, College and UTK programs 
. 

• UTK University Faculty Prizes for Outstanding Teaching; Teaching & Service; Advising 
.. 

• Congregation President, Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church, 1995-96, when we 
approved, planned and funded our new $3.5 million church building. . 

• . . 
• Lecturer, English as a Second Language, Tsinghua University, Beijing (July 2007) 


