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University of Tennessee
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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
2025- Associate Professor of History, University of Tennessee-Knoxville.

2020-2025  Associate Professor and Stuart & Joyce Robbins Distinguished Chair in History,
West Virginia University, Carnegie Fellow (2021-2023)

2014-2020  Assistant Professor, Department of History and Department of Southern Studies,
University of Mississippi

EDUCATION

2014 Ph.D., History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2006 M.A., Women’s History, Sarah Lawrence College

2003 B.A., English, Carson-Newman College

PUBLICATIONS

Books

2019 To Live Here, You Have to Fight: How Women Led Appalachian Movements for

Social Justice, University of Illinois Press, The Working Class in American
History Series, 2019.
Winner, H.L. Mitchell Award, Southern Historical Association
Honorable Mention, Philip Taft Labor History Book Award
Finalist, OAH Mary Nickliss Prize in U.S. Women’s/Gender History

Books-in-Progress
They’ll Never Keep Us Down (under contract with Simon & Schuster)

In Sisterhood, In Struggle: Feminisms in the American South (under contract with
UNC Press, Justice, Power, and Politics Series)



Book Chapters and Encyclopedia Entries (peer-reviewed)

2024 “Feminism and the Labor Movement,” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of
American History (Oxford University Press), currently under review.

2020 “Oral History and Testimony in Histories of Women, Gender, and Sexuality,” in
Companion to American Women's History, Second Edition, edited by Nancy A.
Hewitt and Anne M. Valk (Blackwell Publishing).

“The Appalachian War on Poverty and the Working Class,” in Oxford Research
Encyclopedia of American History (Oxford University Press).

2015 “Mill Mother ‘Just A’waiting for a Strike’: Ella May Wiggins” in North Carolina
Women: Their Lives and Times, eds. Michele Gillespie and Sally McMillen
(University of Georgia Press, 2015).

Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals

2023 ““We Help Our Clients Get and Keep Basic Needs’: The Appalachian Research
and Defense Fund and Legal Services in Eastern Kentucky,” The Register of the
Kentucky Historical Society, 121, no. 2 (Spring 2023): 141-179.

2022 “Reading Foxfire,” Southern Cultures 28, 1 (Spring 2022): 112-125.

2020 Introduction and guest editor of special issue of Southern Cultures, “The
Women’s Issue” 26, no. 3 (Fall 2020).

2016 “The Company Owns the Mine but They Don’t Own Us: Feminist Critiques of
Capitalism in the Appalachian South,” Gender & History 28, no. 1 (April 2016):
199-220. Recipient of the A. Elizabeth Taylor Prize for the best article in
women'’s history, from the Southern Association for Women Historians.

2011 “Mountain Feminist: Helen Matthews Lewis, Appalachian Studies, and the Long
Women’s Movement,” from an interview by Jessica Wilkerson, compiled and
introduced by Jessica Wilkerson and David P. Cline, in Southern Cultures 17, no.
3 (Fall 2011): 48-65.

Review Essays
2021 “Representing Working-Class Lives, Struggle, and Movements in Twenty-First-

Century Film,” Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 18, no. 1 (March 2021):
87-95.

Wilkerson 2



Selected Reviews

2023

2021

2019

2018

2016

Jenny Carson. A Matter of Moral Justice: Black Women Laundry Workers and the
Fight for Justice. Journal of American History 10, no. 2 (September 2023).

Cicero M. Fain IIl. Black Huntington: An Appalachian Story. Labor: Studies in
Working-Class History 18, no. 1 (March 2021).

Matthew Hild and Keri Leigh Merritt, editors. Reconsidering Southern Labor
History. Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 16, no. 4 (December 2014).

Brown, Karida Leigh. Gone Home: Race and Roots Through Appalachia.
Southern Register (Winter 2019).

de Jong, Greta. You Can’t Eat Freedom: Southerners and Social Justice after the
Civil Rights Movement. Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 15, no. 3
(September 2018): 117-119.

Sanders, Crystal. 4 Chance For Change: Head Start and Mississippi’s Black
Freedom Struggle. Southern Register (Fall 2016).

Fones-Wolf, Elizabeth and Ken Fones-Wolf. Struggle for the Soul of the Postwar
South: White Evangelical Protestants and Operation Dixie. Labour/Le Travail
(Spring 2016).

Berry, Chad, Phillip J. Obermiller, and Shauna L. Scott, eds. Studying
Appalachian Studies: Making the Path by Walking. Southern Register (Winter
2016).

Haberland, Michelle. Striking Beauties: Women Apparel Workers in the U.S.
South, 1930-2000. Labor: Studies in Working-Class History 13, no. 2 (May
2016).

Rice, Connie Park, and Marie Tedesco, eds. Women of the Mountain South:
Identity, Work, and Activism. Journal of Southern History 82, no. 2 (May 2016).

SELECTED AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS

2024
2021-2023
2020

2020

Outstanding Researcher Award, Eberly College of Arts & Sciences

Andrew Carnegie Fellowship

H.L. Mitchell Award for a distinguished book devoted to the history of the
southern working class, Southern Historical Association

Philip Taft Labor History Book Award, Honorable Mention, IRL School, Cornell
University
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2020

2019

2017

2016-2017

2015

2015

2013-2014

College of Liberal Arts Mike L. Edwards New Scholar Award, University of
Mississippi

Sub-award, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the University of Alabama for the
Invisible Histories Project-Mississippi

A. Elizabeth Taylor Prize for the best article in women’s history, Southern
Association for Women Historians

Visiting Scholar, American Academy of Arts & Sciences (One-year research
fellowship)

Lerner-Scott Prize for the best doctoral dissertation in women’s history,
Organization of American Historians

Herbert G. Gutman Prize for Outstanding Dissertation, Labor and Working-Class
History Association

American Fellowship, American Association of University Women

SELECTED OTHER WRITING

“Lady Vols Country,” Oxford American

“Reading Foxfire,” Southern Cultures

“A Lifetime of Labor: Maybelle Carter at Work,” NPR’s Turning the Table Series

“Living with Dolly Parton,” Longreads

“The Radical History of Appalachian Women Activists,” Boston Review

“You Can’t Eat Coal, and Other Lessons from Appalachia,” Southern Spaces

“Not Just Coal Miner’s Daughters: Women and Labor Conflict in Appalachia,” Gender Policy

Report

“Unraveling the Hidden Black History of Appalachia,” 100 Days of Appalachia and Salon

“The Appalachian Presence in the Poor People’s Campaign,” Rewire News

“Feminism in the Coalfields: What Appalachians of the 1970s Can Teach Today’s Feminists,”

Rewire News

“What the Media Misses When It Sees Appalachia as Just ‘Trump County.”” Rewire News

SELECTED PUBLIC HISTORY EXPERIENCE

2022-

Project Director of the “Women Coal Miners Oral History Project,” in
collaboration with former miners Kipp Dawson, Marat Moore, Libby Lindsay,
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https://oxfordamerican.org/magazine/issue-121-summer-2023/lady-vols-country
https://www.southerncultures.org/article/reading-foxfire/
https://www.npr.org/2019/08/14/748412350/a-lifetime-of-labor-maybelle-carter-at-work
https://longreads.com/2018/10/16/living-with-dolly-parton/
https://store.bostonreview.net/backissues/left-elsewhere
https://southernspaces.org/2019/you-cant-eat-coal-and-other-lessons-appalachian-womens-history
https://genderpolicyreport.umn.edu/3796-2/
https://www.100daysinappalachia.com/2018/06/27/unraveling-the-hidden-black-history-of-appalachian-activism/
https://rewire.news/article/2018/06/21/appalachian-presence-poor-peoples-campaign/
https://rewire.news/article/2018/01/26/feminism-coalfields-appalachians-1970s-can-teach-todays-feminists/
https://rewirenewsgroup.com/article/2017/05/17/media-misses-appalachia-trump/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fa456a3e0eef48278d5f4470f66c9327

2023

2021-2022

2019-2020

2019-2020

2011-2013

2009-2013

and Betty Jean Hall, along with the West Virginia and Regional History Center
and the West Virginia Feminist Activist History Collection.

Advisor, “Women Making History,” exhibit featuring the West Virginia Feminist
Activist Collection, West Virginia and Regional History Center.

Co-Project Director of the Buffalo Creek Flood Disaster Oral History Project, in
collaboration with the West Virginia and Regional History Center, funded by a
West Virginia Humanities Council grant.

Co-Project Director of the Invisible Histories Project-Mississippi to document and
preserve Mississippi’s LGBTQ history. This project is supported by a Mellon
Foundation grant.

Isom Fellow (with Amy McDowell) to develop an oral history project and
LGBTQ programming and courses, in collaboration with the Invisible Histories
Project-Mississippi.

Co-Founder (with Ms. Dottie Chapman Reed) of the Black Families of Yalobusha
County Oral History Project to document and preserve African American history
in North Mississippi.

Researcher and Audit Editor for the Civil Rights History Project, a project for the
Smithsonian’s African American History and Culture Museum: Duties consist of
researching the biographies of selected interviewees and editing completed
interviews.

Field Scholar, Southern Oral History Program, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Duties included helping to design and implement research projects, processing
interviews, and teaching oral history workshops. I led the Tennessee fieldwork for
the “Long Women’s Movement in the American South” project.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Tennessee
HIUS 382: Appalachian History (UG)

West Virginia University
History 459: New Deal to Great Society (UG/G)
History 445: History of American Women (UG/G)
History 763: Readings in 20" Century United States History (G)
History 773: Readings in Appalachian Regional History (G)

University of Mississippi
History 336: Southern Women in History (UG)
History 332: The 20" Century South (UG)
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History 399: U.S. Social Movements Since 1945 (UG)

Southern Studies 101/102: Introduction to Southern Studies (UG)
Southern Studies 402: Capstone Seminar for Majors (UG)

Southern Studies 560: Oral History and Southern Social Movements
Southern Studies 601: Introduction to Southern Studies (G)

History 613: Contemporary U.S. History (G)

History 641: Global Feminisms (G)

INVITED LECTURES

2023 Annual Women’s History Month Keynote as part of the 2022-23 Eastern
Kentucky University Chautauqua Lecture Series, March 2, Richmond, Kentucky.

Annual Women’s History Month lecture at UVA-Wise sponsored by the Office
for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, March 8 (online event).

2022 “Women, Work, and Activism in the Coal Mines: Stories from the Women
Miners Oral History Project,” West Virginia Feminist Action Collection Event,
West Virginia & Regional History Center, with Emily Walter (online event).

Interview and Event with Women Coal Miners, Mine Wars Museum (online
event).

2019-2021 Book Talks for To Live Here, You Have to Fight
Little Lecture, West Virginia Humanities Council (Charleston, WV)
The People’s Forum (New York City)
Frost Lecture, Willamette University (Salem, OR)
The Lexington Gathering (Lexington, KY)
Kentucky Book Festival (Lexington, KY)
Reuther-Pollack Labor History Symposium (Wheeling, WV)
West Virginia University (Morgantown, WV)
Highlander Research and Education Center (New Market, TN)
Taylor Books (Charleston, WV)
Halls Library, branch of Knox County Public Libraries (Knoxville, TN)
University of Kentucky (co-sponsored by the History and Women’s and
Gender Studies Departments, and the Appalachian Center)
Working Group in Feminism and History, Carolina Seminars, Duke/UNC
Auburn University (co-sponsored by the History and Women’s and
Gender Studies Departments)
East Tennessee History Center (co-sponsored by Union Avenue Books
and the Knox County Friends of the Public Library)

2018 “Reading Foxfire,” Fall Symposium, Southern Foodways Alliance, Oxford,
Mississippi.

Wilkerson 6



2016

2015

“’Until the People are Fed: Appalachian Women, Food, and Protest,”
Appalachian Food Summit, Bridgeport, West Virginia.

“Who Gets to Speak for Appalachia? Gender, History, and Memory,” women’s
history month lecture, Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, LA.

“A Movement of Caregivers in the Appalachian South,” Western Carolina
University’s History Department and the Appalachian Women’s Museum,
Cullowhee, NC.

“The Welfare Rights Movement in the Appalachian South,” Sarah Lawrence
College, Bronxville, NY.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS

2023

2022

2021

2019

“Building a Community Archive: African Americans in Southern Appalachia,”
Chair and Comment, Organization of American Historians, April 2024, New
Orleans, LA.

“What I Learned About Social Reproduction from Women Coal Miners,” Paper
Workshop, Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and
Sexuality, Santa Clara University, San Jose, California.

“Radical Collaboration and the Life of Kipp Dawson,” Roundtable, Berkshire
Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and Sexuality, Santa Clara
University, San Jose, California.

“Change from the Bottom Up: Left Feminism in the South Since the 1960s,”
paper presented at the Southern Labor Studies Association, September 2022,
Chapel Hill, NC.

“A Painting is Worth a Thousand Words: A Multidisciplinary Interrogation of the
Kitchen Ball at White Sulphur Springs Virginia,” Roundtable, Appalachian
Studies Association, March 2022, Morgantown , WV.

“Histories of Women’s Movements in the South,” Roundtable, Southern
Historical Association, November 2021, virtual conference.

“Caregiver Citizens: How Women in Appalachia Mobilized Around Caring
Labor,” paper presented at the Organization of American Historians, April 2019
Philadelphia, PA.

“LGBTQ Oral History, Past and Present,” Roundtable, American Historical
Association, January 2019, Chicago, IL.
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2018

2018

2017

2017

2017

2016

2015

2014

“Citizen Caregivers: Women, Gender, and Capitalism in the Mountain South,”
paper presented at the Southern Association for Women Historians,” June 2018,
University of Alabama.

New Directions in Southern Women’s Labor History, roundtable participant at
Southern Labor Studies Association, May 2018, University of Georgia.

“A Big Net: The Welfare Rights Movement in the Appalachian South,” paper
presented at the Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Gender, and
Sexualities, June 2017, Hofstra University.

“Gendered Poverty and the History of the Community Health Movement in the
Appalachian South,” paper presented at the Berkshire Conference on the History
of Women, Gender, and Sexualities, June 2017, Hofstra University.

Roundtable honoring Helen Matthews Lewis, invited participant at the
Appalachian Studies Association annual conference, March 2017, Virginia Tech
University.

“Survival and Economic Issues Are Women’s Issues: Feminism in the
Appalachian South in the 1970s,” paper presented at the American Historical
Association annual meeting, January 2016, Atlanta, GA.

“Finding Southern Feminism: Oral History, Archives, and the Challenges of
Researching Feminism in the South: A Roundtable Discussion,” Southern
Association of Women Historians triennial meeting, June 2015, Charleston, SC.

Invited participant on the roundtable “Women and the War on Poverty,” Urban
History Association annual meeting, October 2014, Philadelphia, PA.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Editorial Boards Labor: Studies in Working-Class History (senior

associate editor)

Southern Cultures

West Virginia History

University of Tennessee Press

Appalachian Futures Series, University Press of
Kentucky

The Register of the Kentucky Historical Society
(2018-2021)

Committees/Professional Organizations Co-Program Chair, 2023 LAWCHA conference

Program Committee, 2022 Southern Historical
Association Conference
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LAWCHA, Gutman Prize Committee, 2019-2021
LAWCHA Board Member, 2018-2021

Secretary, Southern Labor Studies Association
(2018-2022)

University, College and Dept. Committees Dean’s Faculty Advisory Committee
Faculty Evaluation Committee (History)
Appalachian Studies Working Group
Co-Chair, Eberly Roundtable on Race, Place, and
Identity
Higher Ed Prison Initiative (instructor and council
member)
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